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Upcoming Meetings

Sunday September 14, 2-4 p.m. – Mysteries at Our Fingertips

Come hear Sandy Siegel and Charles Parker, of the Austin Police Department’s Latent Print Unit, discuss the evolution of modern fingerprint technology. They will explain the history of fingerprinting, the Henry filing systems and the shift from manual classification to the new AFIS procedures. Sandy worked several years with the Department of Public Safety’s Crime Records Section before joining APD eight months ago. Charles is a fingerprint instructor for APD.

Sunday October 12, 2-4 p.m. – Program TBA

The Heart of Texas chapter of Sisters in Crime (HoT SinC) meets on the second Sunday of each month in the main conference room of the LCRA Hancock Bldg., 3700 Lake Austin Blvd. Visitors are welcome. Sisters in Crime is an international organization of women and men who enjoy mysteries written by women. Speakers include published mystery authors and technical experts who help writers write better mysteries and readers enjoy what they read. For more information, visit us at www.HotSinC.org or call Janet Christian at 331-5081.  

General News 
Wear those cowboy boots to the new annual festival, Books, Boots & Guitars, where authors speak their words, storytellers weave yarns, musicians sing their songs and boots are worn with pride. Storytellers include Liz Carpenter, Kinky Friedman and Cactus Pryor. The festival runs 10 a.m.-6 p.m. Saturday Sept. 13. Books sales benefit the Writers League of Texas. Manchaca Fire Hall (south Austin). Food available. For more information, call the League at 512/499-8914 or visit www.writersleague.org.

The Woodlands Writers Guild presents the workshop "No Rules. Just Write" 8:30 a.m.-5 p.m. Saturday, Sept. 20 at The Woodlands Community Center on Lake Robbins Drive (near Houston). The $75 fee includes lunch. Members of writing groups/classes get a $15 discount. For more details, visit http://www.woodlandsonline.com/wwg/index.cfm). 

In honor of the 13th Annual Writers’ League of Texas Violet Crown and Teddy Children’s Book Awards, Barnes & Noble will host an all-day fund-raiser Sept. 20 at its Westlake bookstore. The reception and awards ceremony take place 6:30 p.m. that evening at the bookstore. Music and hors d’oeuvres are provided. Current and previous winners will be on hand to sign books. For more information, call the League at 512/499-8914 or visit www.writersleague.org.

The Texas Writers Roundup, originally scheduled for Oct. 18 in Wimberley, has been postponed until Spring 2004.
The Southern Belle Mystery Writing Workshop, scheduled Nov. 5-9, offers a unique blend of writing instruction and touring. Attendees stay in a private cottage or share a bedroom on a Southern plantation. Spouses welcome. Tours include New Orleans, Angola Prison and America's Most Haunted House. Writing instructors are Anne Butler, Abigail Padgett and Kathleen Spring. Class size limited to 11 students. Butler Greenwood Plantation, St. Francisville, LA. For details, visit http://www.springtimewriters.com/antebell.htm.
Authors and booklovers will crowd the Austin Nov. 7-9 when the Texas Book Festival sets up its tents on the grounds of the Capitol. The Heart of Texas SinC chapter will man a booth at the festival where we’ll sell t-shirts, mugs and tote bags.

The Writers' League of Texas is seeking a coordinator for its 5th Annual Manuscript Contest. Applicants should be a published author, established writer or senior editor with strong attention to detail. The part-time contract position pays $1,500, starts Sept. 1, 2003, and ends June 2004. Contact Helen Ginger at 512/499-8914 or email helen@writersleague.org.

Ed Gorman of Five Star Mysteries is open to pitches on mystery series that have been dropped by their publishers. Authors can send a brief series description, publisher’s name, and the number of books it ran to him at ejgorman99@aol.com. Ed is also interested in ideas for new series and encourages writers to send a 1-2 page pitch, plus writing credits.

Writer News 

Meredith Blevins, of the SinC Desert Sleuths chapter, tours Central Texas in September to promote her first mystery, The Hummingbird Wizard. Meredith’s book, which received a starred review in Kirkus, is described as “sexy, witty, suspenseful and wildly original.” You can catch her at 3 p.m. Sept. 7, Hastings Books, Music & Video, Kerrville; 12:30 p.m. Sept. 8, Remember the Alibi, San Antonio; and 7 p.m. Sept. 10, Bookpeople, Austin.
HotSinC member Julie Lake will do an author talk and booksigning 2 p.m. Saturday Sept. 13 at Barnes & Noble’s Round Rock store. Her book, Galveston’s Summer of the Storm, is a nonmystery that centers on the Great Galveston Storm of 1900. It is geared for upper-elementary children. Julie also will appear Sept. 29 at the Mother/Daughter Book Group, a group that meets monthly at the Westlake Barnes & Noble.

HoT SinC member Julie Wray Herman’s third book, Three Dirty Women and the Shady Acres, debuts in October. This latest book revisits the beloved trio of landscapers, who’ve been hired to spruce up a local nursing home where someone seems determined to lower the median age.

Heard Around Town 

El Paso writer L.C. Hayden is branching out of the mystery genre with When Angels Touch You, a book in which she relates personal experiences that led to her acceptance of miracles. Hayden held a signing Aug. 30 at the Round Rock Barnes & Noble. Hayden is the author of three acclaimed mystery novels, Who’s Susan?, When Colette Died and Where Secrets Lie. Her next Harry Bronson mystery, What Others Know, is scheduled for release later this year…
From the Newsletter Editor

If you have any questions, suggestions, news, etc., please contact Julie Lake at 512/418-1364 or julielake@mindspring.com. Writers are invited to submit short essays and articles on the art, craft and experience of being a writer. The deadline for the Nov/Dec issue is October 20.

Sisters in Crime – Heart of Texas Chapter

5310 Musket Ridge, Austin TX  78759

(512) 418-1364

